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The Ohio EPA Division of Air Pollution
Control has proposed several new
rules which would exempt small,
insignificant sources of air pollution
from the requirements to obtain
Permits-to-Install (PTIs). These regula-
tions would add new exemptions for
several source categories to OAC rule
3745-31-03, the rule section that
already contains exemptions and
Permit-by-Rules (PBRs) for sources
such as small boilers and emergency
electrical generators. The Division's
aim in proposing the exemptions is to
improve efficiency by reducing the
number of permits to be processed,
which would allow permit writers more
time to concentrate on large, signifi-
cant sources of air pollution.

The new emissions threshold provision
would exempt sources which meet cer-
tain criteria "tests" from the obligation
to obtain permits. For example, a can-
didate facility would have to demon-
strate that uncontrolled Potential to
Emit emissions would be less than the
threshold levels designated by the rule
and specific to the type of pollutant. A
candidate facility would also have to
account for emissions of toxic com-
pounds and demonstrate compliance
with the emissions thresholds for those
compounds.

A PBR is an exemption which applies
to a specific type of facility or emis-
sions unit. The proposed PBR provi-
sions are for auto body refinishing

operations, certain gasoline dispensing
facilities, natural gas fired
boilers/heaters, and small to mid-sized
printing facilities. The PBR gives a
facility the option to exempt an air con-
taminant source from the permitting
process provided that they comply with
the PBR criteria specific to that type of
source.

Most of the facilities that exercise the
new emissions threshold or PBR alter-
natives would be required to maintain
records according to the rules. In some
cases, a facility would have to give
Ohio EPA prior notification of its intent
to comply with the emissions threshold

Proposed Emissions Threshold Exemptions 
and Permit-by-Rules (PBRs)
By Kurt Smith, Environmental Compliance Specialist

The year 2004 marks the start of the
final phase in the cleanup of the 1050-
acre former uranium production plant at
Fernald. Fluor Fernald, the contractor
responsible for cleanup operations, has
initiated the transfer of radium-bearing
waste from two 50-year-old concrete
silos, which stored wastes generated by
uranium processing, into the K-65 Silos
Remediation Facility.

Fernald Cleanup Nears Completion
By Peter Sturdevant, Environmental Compliance Specialist II

Emissions (cont’d on page 3)

Fernald (cont’d on page 5)
Remediation Facility at Fernald’s 1050 acre uranium production plant.



Asbestos: Mineral fiber that can pollute air or water.
Causes cancer or asbestosis when inhaled. The USEPA
severely restricted or banned its use in manufacturing and
construction in 1989.

Continuous Emission Monitoring System:

Instrumentation or monitoring devices that are installed in a stack to continuously monitor
the emission rate of air pollutants.

National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS): The U. S. Federal Government stan-
dards for the acceptable amount of criteria pollutants allowed in the ambient air.

Permit to Install (PTI): A facility must have a permit from the AQMD, prior to installing
any emissions unit. They must then have a Permit to Operate (PTO) prior to operation.

Anti-Idling Campaign

At the start of the school year, HCDOES introduced an anti-idling campaign to encour-

age bus drivers with the Riggs Bus Company to reduce their idling time in an effort to

reduce harmful diesel exhaust in the air. The "Turn the Key, Be Idle Free" Prize Patrol

has been busy following up with the drivers, and we are pleased to report that they are

doing a wonderful job turning off their buses when waiting to pick the children up from

school. For more information on this campaign, visit us at www.hcdoes.org.

Fall Season Wrap-Up

This fall, the AQMD attended numerous events, including the University of Cincinnati's

Wellness Fair, the Greater Cincinnati Environmental Educators Resource Fair at the

Cincinnati Zoo, Kids Day America in Madeira, and the Great Outdoor Weekend. Thank

you for all of your interest and participation in AQMD events!

Air Quality Resources

The AQMD has many informational resources available, including brochures on diesel

exhaust, allergies, air pollution and children, and much more! Visit our website for details

and to order copies.

Upcoming Outreach

The winter season still has dates available for local organizations to schedule air quality

presentations. We can tailor a program to fit individual groups' needs, so please feel free

to call (513) 946-7754 for information or to schedule a program!

Public Meetings
Please visit our calendar at
www.hcdoes.org or call
(513) 946-7777 to find out
about public meetings.

Meetings
Regional Ozone Coalition

(ROC)
Date and Location: TBA
Contact: Sarah Woller at
(513) 621-6300

Air Quality Policy Advisory

Committee (AQPAC)
Wednesday, February 16,
2005 1:30-3:00 p.m.
HCDOES Conference Rooms

Hamilton County

Environmental Action

Commission (HCEAC)

1st Thursday of every month,
1:30-4:00 p.m.
HCDOES Conference Rooms

Events
Christmas Tree Recycling

January 8 & 15, 2005, 11:30
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Visit www.hcdoes.org for site
locations.

Family Science Night

February 24, 2005, 6:00-8:00
p.m.
Fairview German School

Web Updates
Please visit our website at
www. hcdoes.org or call (513)
946-7777 for updates!
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Air Quality

Events & Meetings

Have a suggestion for The Breeze? Contact Alexis Santel at
513-946-7754 or visit www.hcdoes.org.

or PBR provisions. Some new facilities
would not be required to give Ohio EPA
prior notification.

Opponents of the new regulations indicate
that the community's right to know would be
compromised. They argue that concerned
individuals and groups will not be able to
make comments and inquiries prior to con-
struction due to the absence of permit appli-
cations and proposed permits. Opponents

also contend that the new rules would
undermine Ohio EPAs authority to regulate
and conduct enforcement activities against
the exempt facilities.

For more information on the proposed regu-
lations, contact Kurt Smith at (513) 946-
7759 or visit www.epa.state.oh.us/
dapc/regs/3745-31/synopsis.pdf.

Emissions (cont’d from page 2)

Education and Outreach Update
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HCDOES has announced the winners of

the first annual "Making Air Visible" pho-

tography contest. Photographers com-

peted in either the adult or junior (18 and

under) competition, and winners were

chosen from each category for a total of

6 winners. Two additional photos

received awards for honorable mention.

The winners submitted photos in the fol-

lowing categories: 

Air Pollution - show us why we need

clean air.

Clean Air - capture a beautiful clean day

or actions that help to clean the air. 

Making Air Visible - make air visible to

us all! 

Junior Division:

John Frank, "Plane Smoke" 

(Air Pollution Category)

Erin Staubach, "Konigssee Lake"

(Clean Air Category)

Zoe Zezsut, "Bombs Away" (Making Air

Visible Category)

Adult Division:

Lisa Koepke, "Bird on the Line" 

(Air Pollution Category)

Greg Buening, "Mowing for a Clear

View" (Clean Air Category)

Virginia Cox, "Farmland" (Making Air

Visible Category)

Adult Honorable Mentions:

Lisa Koepke, "Flagdance II" (Making Air

Visible Category)

Garry Walter, "A New Day" (Making Air

Visible Category)

The winners were honored at an awards

reception held at the HCDOES offices at

the end of November. Congratulations to

everyone! For more information about

the air quality photography contest, the

awards reception, or about air quality in

our region, please contact Alexis Santel

at (513) 946-7754.

Employee Spotlight: Ali Khodadad, 

A Man of Numbers
By Lilkeisha Smith, Public Affairs Intern

Ali Khodadad started in
August of 1992 as an
Accountant I in the
Southwest Ohio Air Pollution
Control Agency (SWOAPCA).
In 1993, SWOAPCA and the
Solid Waste Management
District merged to form the
Hamilton County Department
of Environmental Services
(HCDOES) as it is known
today, and Khodadad has
been there every step of the way.

Khodadad became Operations
Coordinator for HCDOES in 1999, taking
on the responsibilities of budgeting,
inventory, managing personnel and pay-
roll, and managing grants that the solid
waste and air quality departments
obtain. While he began managing only
two grants, he now manages thirteen,
ranging between $10,000 and $3 million.
He has also been a co-organizer for the
United Way and the Fine Arts Fund
(FAF) fundraising campaigns for
HCDOES for the past 10 years, helping
to raise nearly $30,000 between the two
organizations. 

With all the responsibilities
that Ali Khodadad has, you
would think that he has no
time for anything else. But,
Khodadad has one motto for
his life: "Play hard, life is too
short!" When he's not with
friends, you can find him
playing racquetball, volley-
ball, golf, or rooting for the
Oklahoma Sooners.
Eventually, he says, he'd like

to join the Big Brother/Big Sister pro-
gram and become a mentor. 

A native of Texas and a graduate of the
University of Oklahoma, Khodadad has
had a great time being in Cincinnati and
working for Hamilton County. In 2001, he
was one of Hamilton County's Employee
of the Year recipients. With hopes of
retiring at age 53, Khodadad anticipates
opening a sports bar in the Bahamas
and spending his time scuba diving.
There is no doubt that the man who
spends his day crunching numbers will
make his future plans come true while
playing hard and enjoying life along the
way!

Ali Khodadad

Photography Contest Winners Announced

HCDOES

Welcomes New

Graphic Designer
Trevor Griffith has joined the Public
Affairs staff as our new Public
Affairs Specialist/Graphic Designer.
Griffith is a 1999 graduate of
Morehead State University in
Morehead, KY. He worked as a
graphic designer at Morehead State
for five years before he and his wife
moved to Cincinnati. HCDOES is
very excited to have Trevor on
board! He may be contacted at
trevor.griffith@hamilton-co.org or at
(513) 946-7746.

Trevor Griffith

"Making Air Visible" photography con-
test winners at the awards reception.
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Monitoring and Analysis
Air Quality Index

Stack Test Data

July: 7

August: 6

September: 5

Current Total for 2004: 77
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The Asbestos Enforcement Process
By Christina Freas, Environmental Compliance Specialist II & Ken Wilkins, Asbestos
Program Specialist
Hundreds of asbestos removal and build-
ing demolition projects occur each year
within Butler, Clermont, Hamilton, and
Warren Counties. Most of these projects
are completed in accordance with EPA
asbestos regulations, but sometimes viola-
tions occur. Asbestos violations occur in
two categories:

Notification Compliance: results from fail-
ing to submit or submitting incomplete
paperwork.  
Substantive Compliance: more serious vio-
lation occurring when an HCDOES inspec-
tor observes improper removal or disposal
of Regulated Asbestos-Containing
Materials (RACM). 

When substantive violations are identified,
the inspector takes samples of the suspect
material and photographs each sample
area. If at least one sample tests positive
for greater than 1% asbestos, the enforce-
ment process begins.  The inspector then
writes a Notice of Violation (NOV) letter to
the offender. Contractors and/or owners
can be held responsible, so NOVs may be
sent to both parties. The recipient must
respond in writing within two weeks
explaining why the violation occurred, how
it was addressed, and how it will be pre-
vented from reoccurring.

Local agencies, such as HCDOES, may
enforce minor infractions where the

responsible party has been cooperative. A
penalty is assessed based on factors such
as the number of violations, the amount of
asbestos involved, and history of non-com-
pliance. HCDOES and the party then meet
to decide if a settlement can be reached.
Settlements usually involve ordering the
offender to take action to prevent violations
from reoccurring along with a monetary
fine. 

Local enforcement cases are usually set-
tled relatively quickly, but the Ohio EPA
must approve the final terms. In addition, if
an agreement is not reached between the
local agency and offender or if the violation
is very serious, affects more than one local
agency, or if the party was uncooperative,
then the case is sent directly to the State.
Only cases occurring in more than one
state are taken to the Federal level.  

HCDOES asbestos inspectors do their
best to keep owners and contractors
informed about asbestos regulations, but
ultimately the owners and contractors are
responsible for knowing the rules. The
enforcement process can be time consum-
ing and expensive, so the best defense is
to stay informed and do the best to prevent
violations. For more information, contact
Christina Freas at (513) 946-7702 or Ken
Wilkins at (513) 946-7743.

The waste will be mixed with flyash and
cement to form a grout. This material will
then be loaded into 4,000 pound, ½ inch
thick cylindrical carbon steel containers
measuring 6 feet in diameter and 6 ½ feet
high. A loaded container will weigh 21,000
pounds and contain a blend of 20 percent
waste and 80 percent flyash/cement. In all,
7,000 containers of waste will be loaded,
requiring 3,500 truck shipments.

Although the waste removal operations
have begun, problems remain. The remedi-
ation plan calls for the treated waste to be
trucked to the waste disposal site located at
Yucca Mountain, Nevada. Officials in states
along the truck route have expressed oppo-

sition to the waste transfer, and have indi-
cated that they may mount a legal chal-
lenge to the plan.

The Department of Energy has set a target
closure date of 2006 for the completion of
the cleanup of the Fernald site. Based on
public input, and involvement with Fernald
neighbors and regulators, the Fernald prop-
erty will become an undeveloped park and
learning center when the cleanup is com-
plete. The Department of Energy's Office of
Legacy Management will be responsible for
the long-term care of the site. For more
information contact Peter Sturdevant at
(513) 946-7740.

Fernald (cont’d from page 2)

Programs & Resources

Available
The AQMD has free air quality
programs and resources available
for all ages and groups. Be sure
to remind your community groups,
schools, and libraries that they
can request free resources or
schedule presentations by calling
(513) 946-7754. More information
is always available on our web-
site! Visit www.hcdoes.org for
resources available online.

The AQI uses numbers from 0 to
500. A higher AQI number corre-
sponds with more air pollution in
the air. 0-50 is good, 51-100 is
moderate and a number of 101-
150 is classified as unhealthy for
sensitive groups such as children
or the elderly. See www.hcdoes.org
for more details.



The Breeze is published quarterly. Subscriptions are available at no charge. Please forward name and address to Hamilton
County Department of Environmental Services. Contact alexis.santel@hamilton-co.org for more information or call:
(513) 946-7754, fax (513) 946-7779. 
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75 % Post Consumer
Recycled Paper

Wood Burning Tips
By Tom Wittekind, Environmental Compliance Specialist II Concerned about

carbon monoxide

(CO) in your

home?
Carbon monoxide is an odorless,
colorless gas that can be deadly at
high concentrations.

Early symptoms of carbon monox-
ide poisoning can include dizziness
and nausea. If you think you are
being affected by carbon monoxide,
call 911 and go outside your house.

Possible sources of carbon monox-
ide in your home come from incom-
plete combustion in gas furnaces,
water heaters, or automobile idling
in an attached garage.

Use a carbon monoxide detector in
your home (similar to a smoke
detector).

Have your gas appliances inspected
by a qualified HVAC technician.

Use Low Emission Wood Burning Hearth

Products: All wood stoves and fireplace inserts
manufactured and sold today in the U. S. must
be certified by the U. S. Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA). To meet the
USEPA standard, all stoves must prove emis-
sions of less than 7.5 grams of particulates per
hour.

Use Only Seasoned Firewood: Freshly cut
wood contains up to 80% moisture, and must be
"seasoned" (dried to 20-25% moisture content)
before burning. Firewood should be cut and split
into sizes suitable to burn in your fireplace or
wood stove and then stacked and dried for a
minimum of 6 to 9 months before burning. The
wood stack should be sheltered from the rain yet
still exposed to the air. Properly seasoned wood
is easier to light and will burn more efficiently.
Hardwoods such as hickory, oak and elm tend
to produce a longer lasting fire.

Build Small Hot Fires: Using small pieces of
wood can help produce fires that burn hotter
which results in less smoke.  Split wood to a
maximum of 4-6 inches in thickness and 2-4
inches shorter than the size of your stove or fire-
place fire box.

Start A Fire With A Fire Starter: Independent
research indicates that using a fire starter to start
a fire in a wood stove or fireplace can cut partic-
ulate emissions by more than 69%.

Use Manufactured Fire Logs: Fire logs manu-
factured out of wax and sawdust are good for
occasional use in traditional fireplaces to reduce
emissions. Sawdust-only fire logs can be used in
both fireplaces and wood stoves and they also
reduce wood smoke.

Maintain Your Wood Burning Appliances:

The Chimney Safety Institute of America recom-
mends that all chimneys and vents be inspected
and cleaned on an annual basis. Frequent stove
or insert use may require monthly chimney
inspections and cleanings. Wood stove or wood
burning fireplace connectors (stovepipes) should
be checked every 2-4 weeks.

For more information, contact Tom Wittekind at
(513) 946-7709.

It's winter again and many of us have retreat-
ed to the warm confines of our homes to
enjoy the rich, soothing heat that only a wood
fire can generate. What adds to this comfort is
knowing that your fire is emitting very little
smoke, which protects you and your neighbor-
hood's air quality. A good, hot clean fire can
be built by following these tips:
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