
serving Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Warren Countiesserving Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Warren Counties

SUMMA CANISTERSUMMA CANISTER
SAMPLING PROGRAMSAMPLING PROGRAM

SUMMA CANISTER
SAMPLING PROGRAM

Hamilton County Department 
of Environment Services

Air Quality Management Division

Hamilton County Department 
of Environment Services

Air Quality Management Division

250 William Howard Taft Road - 1st floor
Cincinnati, Ohio 45219-2660

www.hcdoes.org

P
e
r
m

its
 &

 E
n

fo
r
c
e
m

e
n

t

H
a
m

ilto
n
 C

o
u
n
ty

 D
e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t o

f

E
n
v
iro

n
m

e
n
ta

l S
e
rv

ic
e
s

2
5
0
 W

illia
m

 H
o
w

a
rd

 T
a
ft R

d

C
in

c
in

n
a
ti, O

H
 4

5
2
1
9



The Hamilton County Department of

Environmental Services (HCDOES) is a rep-

resentative of the Ohio Environmental

Protection Agency (OEPA). HCDOES is

contracted to serve Hamilton, Butler,

Clermont and Warren Counties in Southwest

Ohio and works with local, state and federal

agencies, as well as businesses, communi-

ties and citizens to achieve and maintain

healthy air quality. A very important part of

this contract is responding to air quality

complaints made by citizens living in the

four-county area. HCDOES responds to air

quality complaints 24 hours per day, 7 days

per week, 52 weeks per year (excluding

major holidays).

A very helpful tool used by

HCDOES to aid in complaint

investigations is the Summa

Canister which can be sup-

plied to complainants as part

of the Summa Canister

Sampling Program.

A Summa Canister is an

evacuated canister that is

used to collect an instanta-

neous air sample.  This

method of obtaining an air

sample is simple and can be

used by any individual concerned about

odors or emissions from a nearby source of

air pollution. Participants receive written

instructions on how to take a sample using

the Summa Canister. It is at the discretion of

the participant as to when a sample is

taken. This is a very popular aspect of the

program because the participants are not

required to wait for an inspector to arrive

before taking a sample.

Once a sample is collected, the participants

are instructed to immediately contact

HCDOES through the hotline number, 

513-946-7777 or 1-800-889-0474 (toll

areas) and request a field response. The

participant also collects and records basic

information about the complaint such as the

time the sample was taken, wind direction,

temperature, etc. A HCDOES inspector will

then meet with the participant, pick up the

collected sample, and conduct an investiga-

tion to try to determine the source of the

complaint. 

After completion of the field investigation,

HCDOES delivers the Summa Canister to a

contract laboratory that analyzes the sam-

ple for organic compounds. The analysis

identifies the chemical constituents present

in the sample, often in concentrations as

low as parts per billion. This analysis usual-

ly takes two weeks. Once received,

HCDOES can use the results of the canister

analysis as a tool to identify the source of

the complaint. 

If you are interested in becoming a partici-

pant or to learn more about the Summa

Canister Program, please feel free to con-

tact Kerri Castlen at 513-946-7738. For

additional information about this and other

programs/services available from HCDOES,

please visit www.hcdoes.org.
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